www.voiceofsindh.net LIS 05 Sl S penss 0

oo as -

)l e £
deed 2 s
- P

e ol O el S, 55
Yo juiisd y b a5

stialay Sy gl Siau 1 gugily

editor@voiceofsindh.net

www.voiceofsindh.net




www.voiceofsindh.net NN DR OL S JWE=Y J

U2 >

laol %

Jol Sop,pm S %

bl ool (r Seemes ¥

3,3 Coluy il %

n S W

2o Jonil o S sle
S e

Y B 03y e

B8 S e G ¥

DS g e e ¥
b ol Sl ey e
il , b %
bges ¢ g las s Loz o
Qo 2>
«i......‘»bd:\...u o
2o Jlsl s bl sl ol ] e
Fanl ghiw 5ol Sy i 2 g




www.voiceofsindh.net dha s 08 Sl J s

.

R o g wwwlsﬁwb@ubyfbba,a Pl S 4 A5 p S
L;u..éudl d,@fwdl.u...a'U.fg.@.vlw;.é',.vﬂ,.»,v<&|uwb¢ucdu|gﬁﬁb&)‘yﬁ&~4b
Ol 5 a1 58l ol LS b Jo s 5385 g BSw Sl i 5555 G2 00 B S5 4 P

|MJ§.~&~JLJ@|})&@@MJ@:L&|u.q..éf..’uu.{gljwl.m_.a'

Ol s Cospe (2 2s Sl il bty 3,y S 0ol N 8S Jes S pdie S5 Jooses oo
(Pl (P (S5 Sy e Sk s e 201G s (25 Sl S0l g5

Mbdﬁﬁl}&@.}c dﬂw;@éb,&;gbdﬂﬂau’f}u&f&@w*@ub&
@QL‘UL«’J U.Nb)u.gmw_,a.‘,wbwcﬂ Laa-l’ub)gf.a’ol &IQM‘WL’
&w@bdw}"a’w&u‘.& @'ﬁbl& ¢YQ;h~JMJJwJAl$d|MJLJ)QJIQI @uh«lul.oé

@'y:yu-’-')’?u#lewﬁbdmwﬁbﬁwff' P I F S 2 S

g.i.u&....jbé:\“ S35 gl bl g o e 5SS s 5 ol Ll ol 31 ol
Josd

4 B b 2le 3l pie 5 o ABT S e 08 (s (e S IS a5 S oAb 58 e S
(3 ol (S 3 g B plis) 2 ]

sanaihabib@yahoo.com

habibsanai@hotmail.com




www.voiceofsindh.net Sl ons 08 Bl 3 pnss 50

QX&) >

P
Keyboarding Skill i S0, 9 S
@ldjjfp;}fduﬂdeJ @l;.\a‘,ﬁ:gTechmquewaLu_,.’»,.b;}fua)h‘_;bjygé R
Ao J—ébuzwbwﬁwwwf ol u-ub:P—'

Posture 10| g gy w3 1552 O

OBk s ks il S 0l p oo 2 B S G e DS A (S S

O HE s p OS] u)ﬁﬁu—wbaﬂywﬁUJﬂ@uﬁﬂw"J'v\-'lk-‘-‘@heu sk v gt

wg’:uw'w'=¢ﬁ@=-€5b@wéadéféuy@'duﬂﬁ¢| O S oy Ay O
RUFC ﬂ':é;'-‘*' S d (> S JU Ry 6-\~|~°J-°J B

Ergonomics for the Computer Workstation

Contact: Jayne Gribble
Phone: 301.581.8061
email: jayne.f.gribble@medstar.net

Elbows at angle

slightly more than 90
degrees, arms rest
comfortably at side

M Draw shades to reduce glare or use a screen
W Monitor perpendicular to window
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Monitor 18"-22" from body
(arms length)

Document e
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M Back supported
from pelvis to
shoulder blades

W Sit back in chair
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above
your |
thighs H
B Mouse in

plane or 1

slightly { Knee angle greater
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plane o P
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Hip angle between
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as is comfortable

; Thighs
— approximately

parallel to floor
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Approxi ly 2-3" of space bety back of knee & chair

W
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Feet flat on floor or on footrest ———
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gall; shag; gall; shag; gall; shag; gall; shag; gall; shag; gall; shag;
flask; shall; flask; shall; flask; shall; flask; shall; flask; shall,
salad glass salad glass salad glass salad glass salad glass
galas flags galas flags galas flags galas flags galas flags
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frf juj frf juj frf juj frf juj frf juj frf juj frf juj frf juj
ftf jyj ftf jyj ftf jyj ftf jyj ftf jyj ftf jyj ftf jyj ftf jyj
gtg hyh gtg hyh gtg hyh gtg hyh gtg hyh gtg hyh gtg hyh

aqw ;po agw ;po agqw ;po agw ;po agw ;po aqw ;po
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dear poll feat jill gear oil tear holy read hill
hoop star hull deaf loop dare pulp gate pill fret



www.voiceofsindh.net Secws

RROE S JE=R I

lap fit hay pay dog key for hey fur jay foe; fig;
flay dial work goal fury girl dual dish fowl quay
spell prowl shape lapel shale palsy queue; furls;
ladder dapper fitter sallow ferret dagger gossip;

they are sure that they were right at that period
at their request the first few words were deleted
there is a good supply of hot water at this hotel
goods like those are sure to get you the top rate
he helped us to pass the press proofs of the list
the guard said that the lads had paid their fares
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dcd cdc decd cdc ded cdce ded cde ded cde ded cde decd
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cab ham van dab nag jam sac ban sax cad jab fan
and can mad lax bag jag bad nab cam lac dam man
amend label flame japan panel glebe brick snake
visor broth clays urban vodka angle lapel endow
chair mango docks neigh gland shame anent slant
spend panel chant handy smelt chaos bench cycle
face limb raz boil axes face limb raze boil axes
card bulk aver lion fact card bulk aver lion fact
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dace join cave kink arcs dace join cave kink arcs
gave plum tact bulb vast gave plum tact bulb vast
daze milk wave puny sect daze milk wave puny sect
save hymn cart inky aces save hymn cart inky aces
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No, we do not expect any rate increase.
Find him a chair, table, sofa and lamp.
Our group, of course will offer funds.
No one seemed want to drink any tea.
The water from the pump was cool, pure and clear.
The crazy pavement was quickly fixed by a jolly old gardener.

The students, who were eager for lunch,
handed in all their papers, notes pens

and rulers after test. By the time

they reached the lunch room, most of the
seats were taken. The teacher, Mr. Ahmed,
arrived later, much later.
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aql, ;p0 aql ;p0 aql ;p0 aql ;pO aql ;pO aql ;pO aql ;pO
sw2 109 sw2 109 sw2 109 sw2 109 sw2 109 sw2 109 sw2 |09
de3 ki8 de3 ki8 de3 ki8 de3 ki8 de3 ki8 de3 ki8 de3 ki8
frd ju7 fr4 ju7 fr4 ju7 fr4 ju7 fr4 ju7 fr4 ju7 fr4 ju7 fr4 ju7
gt5 hy6 gt5 hy6 gt5 hy6 gts hy6 gts hy6 gts hy6 gts hy7
agl ;p0 sw2 lo9 de3 ki8 fr4 ju7 gt5 hy6

tip 123 pit 245 try 678 wit 890 pry 345 yet 678

out 132 top 354 pit 687 ere 809 pro 345 tie 687

rye 213 pot 435 toe 768 pep 980 roe 435 pow 768
ewe 231 pop 453 eye 786 woe 809 yew 453 two 786
you 312 put 534 wet 867 pie 800 wry 534 pup 867
rut 321 tow 543 rue 876 ire 900 toy 543 pip 876

tree 1234 weep 3456 peer 5678 quip 7890 prop 1234
peep 1324 weir 3546 tory 5768 wiry 7980 tyre 1324
type 1342 quit 3564 writ 5786 tyro 8790 wire 1342
your 2134 true 4356 wipe 6578 poor 8709 rite 2134
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port 2143 trip 4365 tire 6587 pity 8907 troy 2143
rope 2341 wept 4563 pert 6785 tort 9780 tour 2341

He used at least 50 or 60 A6 envelopes.

All 5 houses will be complete by 6 May.
Divide the Sum of 8550 and 9675 by 590.
They moved to 66 Blue bird Lane in 1985.
Please reserve a table for 15 for 6 pm.

This skill only has to be learned once.

I know and use the best of the work habits.
| expect a 9 per cent increase in sales.
This year will be out 100" anniversary.

Buy 20 pens, 30 pencils and 40 notepads.
By 0900 at least 800 people had arrived.
We had 79 or 80 new orders before 10 am.
Deliver 40 boxes of 100 watt bulbs by 9.

In 1900 our company employed 200 people.
Sales were best in 1970m 1980 and 1990.
All the work | do now will pay off soon.

| see every drill leads to better skill.

10 J-Q-As (;‘“‘AA

2 G S 8 opl I gs 535 T5 4 5,85 2 85,5 Jo b e copl il el 4 e 0

if so to in up a |l me or by an my do no
iIs us at am as it on be we he of go but
who she any out her all him our can his

the has was you an for not are now had
how off end its one why did may put old
went some than into very want know over

this time will from that more they when
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The quick, brown fox jumped right over the lazy, black dogs.

In his quest for a life of adventure, John met with hazards of every kind,
but none more exciting than the perils of mountain-climbing.

A path of crazy paving ran to the extreme end of the garden where a
quick-running stream formed the boundary with the adjoining farmland.

Although quite dazed and shaken, David Young fought on to win the junior
boxing championship.

I enjoyed the dazzling show of the soldiers in their vivid ceremonial
uniforms, but it lacked the expertise of the sailors’ quick-landing drill.

It is recognized that the ability to check work quickly is a vital part of
typewriting skill. Spelling and exact alignment are just 2 points to watch
for.

This boy is judged too lazy to do the work required in the sixth form. He
must either be kept back a year or leave school.

In the zoo, very wild animals like tigers and jackals are kept in cages.
Harmless animals, like oxen, have quite open fields to roam in.

The Zebra’s very quaint stripes are just camouflage, an excellent blend
with the background of tall grasses on the African plains.

An abbey suffered a sorry fate but the killings were sadder. Kindness and
good manners really matter for a happy feeling. The accident rate in the
bigger towns in summer is horrified.
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Biology is the science which deals jointly with animal and plant life. It
includes zoology, which inquires into the variety and life ways of animals,
and botany, which explores the plant kingdom.

Exciting ships of every size were to be seen in the docks and in the
estuary just beyond - from quaint old merchant vessels to modern liners.

Even at the zebra crossing extreme care should be taken in crossing this
wide road, as cars appear so quickly just from nowhere.

In June the azaleas make a splash of exquisite colour behind the
fountain, ranging through every shade of pink, red and yellow.

The signs of the zodiac are named after constellations. Examples are
Libra and Aquarius. In what is called judicial astrology, their movements
are supposed to influence luck and fortune.

A zither is musical instrument with metal strings fixed over a flat wooden
frame which rests on a table or just on the player's knees. It should not
be confused with the sitar, an Indian instrument quite like a long-necked
guitar.

Next morning, viewing the green fields against an azure sky, we were
quite decided that this was the day to join in a climbing expedition.

Wise people who invested in jade and antique boxes found their money
had zoomed in value. Those with money in the bank found it had lost a
great deal of purchasing power.

It was not just adventure but equally the quest for knowledge that led
explorers to face the grim hazards of the Arctic.

A lazy mind cannot begin to enjoy even the bet of Keats’ poetry or
appreciate the qualities for which it excels.



www.voiceofsindh.net dha s 08 Sl J s

The judge thanked the witness for his lucid explanation of the events
leading to the quarrel on the motor launch in Cadiz Bay.

By just one reckless action in dropping a lighted match, an explosion and
fire were caused which quickly razed the vast factory to the ground.

It is a question of judgment how long any person can keep up
concentration without becoming over-fatigued, and can relax without
growing lazy.

The flags waved gaily in the June breeze as the King and Queen’s coach
appeared exactly on time.

At first, Hazel was extremely awkward skating on ice, but she preserved
and conquered a compulsive urge just to give up.

It must be just exasperating for foreigners to learn a language like ours in
which tough, bough, cough, dough and through are all pronounced quite
differently. Or take laughter and daughter; foul and soul; monkey and
donkey; zeal and zealous; over and cover.

A baker’'s dozen is an expression for 13. Squaring the circle is a way of
describing the impossible. Rough justice is very hasty judgment.

Just glancing at a typewriter keyboard in Germany, | noticed that the
only difference compared with ours was that the positions of the y and z
keys were reversed. The explanation is that the letter z occurs frequently
in German, while y is seldom is used.

The driver was luck that he was only quite lightly injured when the
express train jumped the frozen rails at the sharp bend in the track.
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Lack of sleep causes fatigue and makes you doze during the day. At
bedtime, relax quietly and have a drink of warm milk or fruit juice to
ensure a good night’s sleep.

S il g S S o-{uél,f'f‘ s
Your attitude to time and your ability to manage it will have a very
significant effect upon your success in your career. It is important that
you are able to keep your eyes on the time without being a clock
watcher.

Have a general idea of how long a task will take and expect to complete
it within the target time. This will help you to avoid dawdling because, as
Parkinson’s Law states, work will expand to fill the time available for its
completion. If you work at a slow and lazy pace, you will not have a
sense of having done a good day’s work.

Punctuality, the courtesy of kings, sends a message to your employer and
everyone else that you respect you commitments. One who is late is
sending the message that the other person does not matter very much. It
says that the time of the one who is tardy is more valuable and that
others should wait for him/her.

Giving that extra five minutes at the beginning or the end of your day
shows that you are above the pettiness of being paid by the minute. Be at
your work station a few moments early and finish a task though it may
keep you just a little late. Your attitude of responsibility will be well
rewarded.

Set a high Standard for your work. Recognise that doing work that is
good enough is not good enough. Go beyond the minimum requirement
that what you produce is correct. Make your letters attractive by careful
spacing and layout so the recipient will be impressed with the calibre of
the company with which he or she is dealing. The flawless appearance of
the letter will give confidence in the staff.
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Make it a practice to be accurate with numbers. Double check and cross
balance for accuracy, which will establish and enhance your reputation
within the office as being one who does things right. Everyone makes
mistakes but if you find your own, no one but you will know about them.

At entry level, when you at the beginning of your career, most of your
expertise will be technical but, as you are promoted to a supervisory
level, you will find that your ability to deal with people will become more
and more important. That means that if you intend to progress within the
company then you must become expert in dealing with people. Tact,
diplomacy and courtesy will take you a whole lot further will a voice that
can be heard barking orders from out on the street.

When you first start a job, dress like the others but, as you aspire to
promotion, try to look like the person holding the kind of job you want.
Good grooming is assumed but notice how trendy the supervisor is in
dress and take your cue from that. In general, supervisors dress more
formally than entry level personnel.

An education is the lightest bundle of tools you will ever have to carry so
learn as much as you possibly can. Having a broad general knowledge
demonstrates your ability to learn as well as your appreciation of
knowledge for its own sake. It prevents you becoming a one dimensional
person and allows you to have conversations with a wide variety of
people.

Being known as a great conversationalist is quite frequently the result of
being a good listener. We have one mouth and two ears and they should
used in that proportion. Bear in mind, too, that when the mouth is moving,
the ears don’'t seem to work very well. Even a fish would stay out of
trouble if he knew when to keep his mouth shut.

More people lost their jobs through poor personal relations than because
of incompetence. A common mistake is bringing troubles to work. Try to
imagine that your problems are all in a carrier bag and leave that bag
outside the door to be collected on your way home. Do not bring your own
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personal worries inside with you; nobody wants to hear about them and
you don’t want to have the reputation of being a moaner.

Try, instead, for a cheerful, alert disposition that will make people glad to
see you instead of inwardly groaning at the time you will waste with your
morning recital of woe. Smile at your colleagues and when you answer
the telephone. You will find that smiling improves your state of mind and
it can be heard in your voice on the telephone.

Try to see your place in the company and where your duties fit into its
overall performance. When you realize the value of your job, you will
experience satisfaction in it. High pay is not nearly as important to an
interest in the job as is seeing its place in the total picture. Even though
your tasks may be simple ones when you are a beginner, they do matter
or you would not be there at all. No one will assign you more complex
ones if you do not do the elementary ones properly.

Make an effort to learn other jobs in your department. This is free training
and experience when you apply for promotion or if you should change to
a different company. Holidays, illness, conferences and training all
require that other staff be absent and that gives you a chance to learn.
Your willingness to learn will be appreciated and you will do yourself a
good turn.

Take advantage of any training your company offers. There could be in-
house demonstrations, seminars, workshops, brain storming sessions,
courses, lectures or conferences. They may be put on during working
hours or they may be held in the evenings or on weekends. They may be
paid for or you may have to pay part or all of the fee. But even if you do
have to pay, take anything you can, even if it does not seem relevant to
your present job. Employers are aware of just who wants to learn and you
could be training for your promotion when it comes.

Be aware of the importance of using proper English. This is the
information age and the ability to communicate has never been of more
importance. Perhaps you will find it necessary to take some courses but
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be sure that you learn how to write reports. Even if you have no other
reference books, be sure that you have at least a dictionary and use it.

Try to develop innovative ways of doing things. Your firm may have an
incentive programme that will reward you for your ideas. Keep asking
yourself if there is a faster, easier, cheaper, more accurate way to do any
tasks. Any ideas that can save time and money for the company will
always be welcome. In addition to this type of thinking, the ability to see
things from such different perspectives prepares you for moving up to
other jobs and other departments.

Your ability to see the issues from the point of view of your company
makes you part of the team. Cultivate an openness of mind that allows
you to think about the good of your employer alongside your own
priorities.

Tackling the power crisis

THE government has only itself to blame. On Monday, while outlining
plans to install new thermal power plants in Punjab, the Wapda chairman
failed to mention one simple home truth: the current energy crisis could
have been averted had the policy-makers in Islamabad shown more
foresight during the last seven years. As the country’s finance minister
and later head of government, Mr Shaukat Aziz wasted no opportunity to
praise his economic policies, pointing out — with some justification —
the robust growth that Pakistan has lately achieved. However, it required
neither an economic wizard nor a far-seeing planner to predict what
would come next. Heightened industrial activity and expansion in the
telecom and services sectors naturally led to higher energy use, creating
a surge in demand that the country’s generation capacity could not meet.
To be sustainable, economic growth required a sizeable investment in
power generation, but this simple logic was lost on the government and
that too at a time of plenty. The benefits of a booming economy may not
have trickled down to the people but the government has been flush with
revenues in recent years. Instead of looking ahead, Islamabad chose to
live in the present, in the process ignoring one of the most basic
infrastructure requirements of a growing economy and a burgeoning
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population. Today, generation capacity is only 10 per cent higher than
what it was in 1999 while demand has been rising by more than eight per
cent a year and now exceeds supply by nearly 3,000MW. It is estimated
that this yawning gap will widen to 5,000MW in two years’ time.

Difficult problems call for tough measures. In the short term, despite
rising petroleum prices, there is no alternative to installing new thermal
power plants and increasing capacity at existing units. Thermal plants
can simply be imported, installed and hooked to the national grid in a
relatively short time. However, this should be seen purely as a stop-gap
solution that can only lessen the impact of the energy shortage, not
resolve the crisis ahead. Work must begin immediately on longer-term
projects which will require more than just cash. Large hydro-power
projects are politically sensitive and also raise serious questions about
their potential impact on the environment as well as the people who will
be displaced from their homes. If such projects are to be undertaken,
impact assessment studies must be assigned to an independent
organisation that is free of political predisposition of one kind or another.
Equally important is the need to develop a consensus on large dams such
as Kalabagh which tend to elicit more emotion than reason. In this
scenario, small dams and micro-hydroelectricity projects are a less
controversial and time-consuming option. Again, the time to act is now.

The situation today is so desperate that an argument may even be made
for coal-fired plants, even though they pose the problem of pollution.
Sindh has vast coal reserves that can be exploited to produce relatively
cheap electricity. Any significant increase in gas-fired thermal plants will
depend on imported gas. In this connection, it is imperative that moves
are accelerated to conclude at least one of the three pipeline deals —
Iran-Pakistan-India, Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan and Qatar-
Pakistan — that have been on the table for a long time but are making no
progress. The long-term solution, of course, lies in wind and solar power.
The key factor is renewable energy and that is the direction in which the
country must move.

Olmert’s refusal to talk
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ISRAEL’s refusal to talk to Syria is in keeping with its avowed policy of
relying on force rather than trying the diplomatic option. Speaking on
Monday — a day after the Israeli foreign minister announced the setting
up of a ministerial working group for Syria — Prime Minister Ehud Olmert
said that his government would not talk to Syria because of the latter’s
alleged support for terrorism. The last time Israel and Syria talked was in
2000 during the closing period of the Clinton presidency. Since then talks
have remained frozen, basically because Israel has illegally annexed the
Golan heights in clear violation of all the UN resolutions, including 242
and 338. Tel Aviv also wants Damascus to recognise Israel, which
obviously no Syrian government can do so long as a piece of Syrian
territory is under Israeli occupation. Mr Olmert has also adopted an
uncompromising attitude towards the elected Hamas government and
has subjected Gaza civilians to atrocities, including the bombing of the
Palestinian prime minister’s office and the kidnapping of the deputy
prime minister and several lawmakers. This has frozen the Palestinian
peace process.

The Israeli prime minister’s statement coincided with the beginning of
the probe by his country’s comptroller’s office into the way the Olmert
government conducted the 34-day war with Hezbollah. Already, his
approval ratings have gone down, with large sections of the public and
media demanding a probe into a war which even Israel’s friends in the
West say it has lost. The two Israeli soldiers captured by Hezbollah were
not recovered, the Islamic resistance group’s military strength remained
intact till the very last minutes of the war, and Israel lost 118 soldiers. Mr
Olmert has rejected the call for a probe, and while it is true that the
findings of the comptroller’s office are not binding, the prime minister’s
keenness to develop a tough-guy image in the mould of Mr Ariel Sharon
has evaporated in the battlefields of south Lebanon. Since the use of
force has not helped, perhaps he may try the diplomatic option and
discover that negotiations, not battles, are a better way of living with
one’s neighbours.

A desperate act
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THE incident of a father abandoning his four daughters — aged 11 years
to nine months — at Data Darbar in Lahore is a grim reminder of the
economic helplessness afflicting so many people in the country. The
children, who are now in the custody of the Child Protection Bureau, say
that they lived with their father in a rented place and were evicted when
he was unable to pay the rent. He brought them to the shrine and never
returned. Mercifully, the children are in safe custody, for economic
distress due to unemployment led to some ghastly murders of young
children by their fathers in Karachi in April last year. Then three
gruesome incidents occurred in a span of 11 days, with each father citing
his inability to provide for his family as the reason that led him to Kill his
children. That the girls in Lahore were spared this cruel fate is hardly
likely to bring them respite but one hopes that their father will be able to
pick up the pieces of his life and return for them. But what of the scores
of other unemployed parents who are just not able to cope with the
burden of supporting a family? What are they supposed to do when
economic hardship becomes overpowering?

Incidents like these are also reminders that the much-touted economic
turnaround has not meant much to the vast majority of the people,
particularly the poor. The government has failed to control prices or
create job opportunities on a big scale, and actions like suicide are
ample proof of the lengths people can go to in desperation. It must take
up the issue of poverty alleviation in right earnest and ensure
employment for the poor.

Congressional rebuke

THE latest congressional report should provide food for thought for those
who are running America’s war on terror. The report, prepared by the
Congressional Research Service, contains a scathing criticism of
American foreign policy insofar as it concerns the war on terror and
comes to the conclusion that, instead of achieving its objectives, it is
helping create sympathy in the Muslim world for terrorists. It declares
what has long been known — that “what the US government says does
not match what it does”. It notes with concern, for instance, that US
support for totalitarian regimes in the Muslim world enables radical
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Islamist groups to exploit economic and political tensions in countries
ruled by pro-western governments. More significantly, the CRS report
criticises the State Department’s report on terrorism because of its
“mute” criticism of countries which are of strategic importance to the US
— countries like Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and Egypt. In all these countries,
the report says, the US could have done more to advance democracy.
However, the most important part of the report concerns groups which
the US regards as terrorists but which have joined the political process.
Hezbollah and Hamas fall in this category.

In the last Palestinian elections, Hamas captured a majority of votes and
was successful in forming a government. The same is true of Hezbollah,
which has deputies in the Lebanese parliament besides two ministers in
the government. Both Hamas and Hezbollah have an extensive network
of community services which give financial aid to the families of those
killed and provide healthcare, education and jobs to their constituents.
This is one reason why they were able to win votes and join the political
process. But the Bush administration has refused to accept their political
credentials and has consistently characterised both as terrorist
organisations. In both cases it joined with Israel to destroy the two
groups. In the case of Hamas, Washington approved of Tel Aviv’'s decision
to freeze the Palestinian Authority’s share of revenue receipts, while the
US — and the European Union — cut off all non-humanitarian financial
assistance to the Ismail Haniye government with the avowed aim of
undermining it. Both the US and EU pressured commercial banks not to
transfer to the PA money pledged to it by some Arab countries, Iran and
Russia. Still, the Hamas government has managed to survive both the
financial squeeze and the Israeli invasion of Gaza in June, which had
America’s full support. As for Hezbollah, America’s categorical support
for Israel’s war on Lebanon and its blockage of any ceasefire moves at
the Security Council are too recent to warrant any elaboration.

The full text of the report is not yet available, but while it does speak of
“major policy dilemmas” for the US with regard to groups like Hamas and
Hezbollah, the CSR findings skip America’s failure to make an earnest
attempt to seek a solution of long-standing problems like Palestine and
Kashmir which are a major source of frustration among Muslim peoples.
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The US has let Israel exploit the war on terror by attempting to
delegitimise the freedom movement in Palestine by equating resistance
with terrorism. Against the background of America’s war on Iraq, the
carte blanche given to Israel and the repeated threats to Syria and Iran,
one can understand why extremists and terrorist groups see in all this an
opportunity to find validity and strength for themselves.

A sad day for cricket

A VARIETY of opinions can be heard on the morning after one of the most
controversial days in the history of Test cricket. However, one consistent
theme runs through all the arguments currently on offer: the biggest loser
on Sunday was not Pakistan but the game itself. This was the day when
one man’s ego — and innate bias, many will say — brought the game into
disrepute. Almost single-handedly, Australian umpire Darrell Hair created
a watershed that will feature prominently in cricketing lore, for all the
wrong reasons. England became the first team to be handed a Test
match it did not quite win, but it can be safely assumed that so tainted a
“victory” brought little joy to the home side or its fans. The Pakistan
camp, meanwhile, is seething with anger. By changing the ball on what
appears to be a whim, Hair questioned the players’ integrity and
effectively called them cheats. The biggest question is, where is the
proof? As Simon Barnes pointed out in The Times, “Sky [TV], not short of
cameras or curiosity, was unable to find any footage of a guilty player
doing some sneaky thing to the ball. All we have, then, is Hair’s
judgment: Hair’s punishment.” Those who saw the ball in question
reportedly found nothing that could be interpreted as suspect.

The ball is now firmly in the court of the International Cricket Council
(ICC), an organisation not known for clear thinking. The Pakistan board
has repeatedly told the ICC that it has no faith in Darrell Hair, going so far
as to request that he should not be appointed for any matches involving
Pakistan. The ICC, in its wisdom, instead ensured that Hair featured in
some of Pakistan’s most important matches in recent years. There is a
widespread view that Hair is heavily biased, for whatever reason, against
subcontinental teams, particularly Pakistan and Sri Lanka. Sunday’s
controversy has only added to these fears. If the ICC supports Hair and
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further penalises Pakistan — which is highly likely — it must provide
incriminating footage confirming that ball tampering did indeed occur. If

none is forthcoming, it has to be ensured that the Oval Test was Darrell
Hair’s last as an umpire.
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